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Welcome to

Cheriton Primary School

Dear Parent / Carer,

Welcome to Cheriton Primary School, | hope that this booklet and
your initial visit to the school has answered any questions you may
have and that you can now answer any questions your child might
have about starting school with us.

All the staff at Cheriton are committed to making a difference to
the lives of our children. | hope you are able get a feel for the high
guality of care and education we provide for our children if you are
able to visit our school.

The staff here at Cheriton are always happy to answer questions
so, if when you get home you think of something you would like
clarifying please don’t hesitate to contact one of us by telephone
or email.

| look forward to spending more time with you all in the future and
look forward to getting to know both you and your children well.

Kind regards

Ms Dover




At Cheriton we work hard to ensure that our children have a great
primary education. The school opened in 1968 and since that time
it has served the local Cheriton community. We are a large school
with a family feel. The children have a “voice” in the organisation
and running of the school and this is underpinned by the core
values of our school which are:

Caring for each other
Sharing aspirations
Achieving goals
Learning to live

Children who attend Cheriton bring a whole range of experiences
to school with them and we consider the diversity of our school
community to be one of our many strengths.

Our OFSTED inspection in October 2019 reinforced previous
inspection reports and described us as a “friendly and welcoming
school” where “pupils of all cultures and backgrounds thrive”.
“Cheriton is a place where every child matters and is valued.”

The high standards are a credit to the hard work of the children,
staff and parental support.

Many children joining us in Year R will stay as part of our Cheriton
family for the following 7 years. Others will leave within that time
due to military postings and some even return to us after a few
years away.

You will soon see that life at Cheriton is never dull; we are always
looking for new and innovative ways to make learning enjoyable
and challenging.

We do not stand still as we are constantly aiming to improve
everything we do.

Whether your child is with us for the whole of their primary school
life, two or three years, or a few months the staff at Cheriton will
care for your child and do their best to ensure that they fulfil their
potential.
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The School Day
The school day starts at 8.45am.

The school pedestrian gates open at 8.35am to allow 10 minutes
for children to arrive in the classroom.

Your child will have their own special coat peg that will be labelled
with their name and a picture of their class animal name.

Parents / carers are welcome to talk to school staff at the start and
end of the school day. However, for conversations longer than a
few minutes’ staff are happy to telephone parents at a mutually
convenient time.

What happens after the school gates are closed?

In their first year at school the environment will look very similar to
a nursery setting. The children will continue to develop all aspects
of learning through a mixture of child lead play alongside adult led
activities and bespoke taught sessions.

We will build on their experiences learnt in nursery or with a child
minder.

As we have a large field and play area, the children have
opportunities to run, jump and climb during the school day. This is
a crucial part of child development and will help develop the skills
needed to write, cut and draw with confidence.

In the classroom the children will be exposed to high quality
phonics teaching which underpins the skills needed to learn to
read and write. Alongside this they will continue to develop their
understanding of number and early mathematical concepts.

During the morning children have snack time when they have a
drink and a piece of fruit in a social setting.



Your child is eligible for free milk until they are aged five. When
your child is five you will be given the option to pay for your child
to continue to receive milk.

If your child does not drink milk, then please arrange for them to
bring a bottle of water each day. It is important for your child to be
hydrated as this has been shown to help their learning.

Lunch time

The government funds a cooked lunch every day and our lunches
are prepared on the school site.

After lunch the children are supervised outside by the same adults
who work with them in their classrooms this ensures that all
children can feel safe and secure during the school day.

The school day ends at 3.15pm.




Forest School

We are very lucky to have a large area at the end of our school
field that is used for our Forest School provision.

All" our children have taught sessions in this area led by
appropriately qualified staff.

This is used all year round and the children enjoy developing an
appreciation of the world around them alongside learning how to
toast a marshmallow, use a drill and pond dip safely.

The older children in school complete an accredited conservation
and environmental award as part of their Forest School
experience. The John Muir awards help children develop an
understanding of how important it is to protect the natural
environment around us.




School Uniform

The school uniform can be ordered online from our uniform
suppliers —www.springersonline.co.uk (who are based in
Hawkinge). Alternatively, the school holds some uniform in stock
that can be purchased from the school office.

The uniform comprises of:

e Grey or black skirt or trousers
e Any white shirt or polo shirt

e A school branded blue top, either a sweatshirt, fleece or
cardigan

e Dark coloured shoes (suitable for running around!)
For PE:

e Navy or black shorts
e A white t shirt
e Plimsolls

Additionally :

e A school waterproof jacket
e A book bag (for reading books)
e A drawstring bag to hold PE kit

Please name all items of school ¢lothing!




Our Community

The children at Cheriton have plenty of opportunities to take an
active part in the local community.

Children have surveyed shops in Cheriton High Street, visited
Cheriton library, visited local churches, danced their way along the
route for the Charivari carnival and took part in commemorative
services for Canada Day.




Special events

During the school year we enjoy coming together as a school
community to mark special occasions.

These include Harvest Festival, the Nepali festival of Dashain,
Christmas, Easter, Armed Forces day and the end of Year 6
leavers Prom to name a few!

But a child’s purpose

15 to be a child




Curriculum
The Governing Body’s Curriculum Statement.

“The Governing Body is responsible for ensuring good quality
education in the school. It aims to help children to work to the best
of their ability in a caring, friendly, happy and secure school, in full
partnership with parents.”

“Within the guidelines of the National Curriculum, we offer your
child a curriculum to suit his/her age and ability. We teach the basic
skills of reading, writing and mathematics, because we believe
these are the tools that your child will need in the world outside
school. In addition, we include scientific, creative, environmental,
social, physical and ethical education because we also believe in
giving your child a broad, balanced and relevant education”.

The Curriculum

Children in Years One to Six follow the National Curriculum, which
includes the core subjects of English, Mathematics, Science, R.E.
and Computing. The foundation subjects of History, Geography,
D.T., P.E., Music, Art, French and Citizenship are also taught
according to the National Curriculum.

Much of your child’s work in school will be practical, investigative
and problem solving related to real situations.

However, each National Curriculum area has several essential
skills that children will need to develop in order to progress. At
Cheriton these skills will be specifically taught as part of a
continuous and planned programme of work in each Key Stage.




Preparing your child for school

When your child enters school for the “Reception Year” (also
known as FS 2 in some areas of the country) there are a few skills
that will help them to settle in and develop more easily.

Can your child?

Hold and use a knife and fork?

Go to the toilet by him/herself?

Put on and take off his/her own shoes and coat?
Wash and dry his/her hands independently?

Supporting your child at home when they start school
Reading

Reading at home with your child is the most important thing that
you can do to help them succeed.

Spending 5 or 10 minutes per day sharing a book with your child
really helps them develop good reading habits.

Your child will be bringing a book home to share with you. They
should be able to talk about the pictures in the book and tell the
story in their own words. It is helpful for young children to read the
same book more than once.

The books provided will be appropriate to your child’s reading
abilities; remember everyone will learn at a slightly different pace.




Writing
Please encourage your child to write at home.

For example:

e Encourage writing for different purposes, birthday
cards and shopping lists are a good place to start.
Write words and sentences for your child to copy.
Provide different writing implements for your child to
experiment with, pens, pencils, crayons etc.

e Look at different kinds of writing around you like signs
or labels.

Mathematical skills

Mathematics consists of a number of areas including, counting,
recognising numbers, addition, subtraction, 2-D and 3-D shape,
measuring in simple ways, time and money.

All these skills reinforced at home in a practical, fun way will help
immensely.

Children often feel much happier when learning, using their own
experiences: a trip to the shops, looking at the number on houses,
finding shapes around the house and sorting their toys are just a
few of these examples.

We appreciate greatly the help of our parents in all areas of
learning. It really can make a big difference.




Children from Service Families

As the school is situated so close to Shorncliffe Garrison we are
proud to be able to support children and families from this
community. If parents are deployed away from home on an
operational tour, exercise or course we will do our best to help your
child keep in touch with you. Additionally, we will always support
the parent who remains at home as this can be a stressful and
worrying time.

Welcome Home e

%, Royal Gurkha Rifles %
We Have Missed You

If we have a contact address staff will help your child to write to
you via the BFPO postal system. It is very exciting when we
receive a letter back in the post!

Civilian families also benefit from this connection as we have been
offered many exciting opportunities from both the 15t and 2"
Battalion of the Royal Gurkha Rifles in recent years, including
performances from the Gurkha Band, army themed days and
problem solving activities. We have also been fortunate that the
Ministry of Defence has awarded the school grants to fund part of
the forest school staffing, ipads for children and additional teaching
assistants during the Covid 19 pandemic.




School Worship

We are not a faith school, however collective worship plays a very
important part in the development of our distinctive character and
ethos.

A daily act of collective worship is provided for all children, some
acts of worship are held in class and these are special times for
children to reflect and explore their thoughts and feelings.

We are fortunate that we are supported by the Cheriton Baptist
Church and the Harbour Church.

If you wish to withdraw your child from either worship or religious
education please contact the head teacher, Ms Dover or the
Deputy Head teacher, Mr Evans.

Special Educational Needs

Some children in school are identified as having a particular
Special Educational Need. These children receive extra help from
the staff according to their level of need.

In this way we are able to help them make the best possible
progress, to the best of our ability and available resources.

The school has a Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator
(SENCo) who liaises with the parents of children who have specific
needs. Mr Allcock is the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator.




Key People

Headteacher

Ms Dover is the school Headteacher, you will
see her at the school gate in the mornings and
is always happy to chat to parents/ carers. And
is always around school having regular contact
with staff and children.

Deputy Headteacher

Mr Evans works alongside Ms Dover in the
leadership of the school. He can be found
every day on the school gate and is always
around school having regular contact with all
the children

Ms Bates Mrs Persaud
Assistant Headteachers

Ms Bates and Mrs Persaud
have leadership roles in school
alongside expertise in English
and Mathematics.

Special Educational Needs Co Ordinator

)

Mr Allcock leads the provision for.all-childre
have specific needs or medical conditions:=
liaises with health and / other educationa
professionals to ensure that the children have the
correct support'in place.




Family Liaison Officer and Liaison Officer for Children

Mrs King

School Office

Mrs Thapa

Mrs Boyland

We have liaison officers who
are employed to support
families and individual
children. Mrs King and Mrs
Boyland organise our weekly
toddler group and run regular
coffee mornings.

Mr Rai

Mrs Thapa and Mr Rai work in the
school office, and are able to deal
with a number of issues, for
example school uniform and
general queries. It may be that you
feel the need to meet with one of
the Leadership Team, if this is the
case, please let us know via the

Site Manager

Mr McLatchie is the school Site Manager, you will
see him on the gate every day. He is also the
person who can retrieve toys from trees, footballs
from the school roof and repair glasses for
children.
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